Sent message to the European Council:

January 22, 2013
Monday there was plenty to enjoy the live TV and speeches because of the Second Inauguration of Barack Obama. The involvement of the people, the thrilling atmosphere and institutes able to connect, gives me an excellent feeling. Although the US itself is facing several serious issues, people and administration are clearly for their case. There stays optimism, hope and passion to recognize and a belief that ordinary people have the power to change the country if working together to get it done.

But believe and speeches only can not ensure that the tide turns in right directions. It is only a starting signal. The speeches were launched to organize actions connecting local people to the Obama administration in order to have it work and to get them going: actions to grow the economy for the long term and to create jobs and pay down deficit, on innovation, taxes, nation-building at home, energy, education, and healthcare .

Within Western civilization, the US and Europe are closely connected even though  they do not always agree with each other. Although not fully comparable, in Europe we examine ourselves for years (centuries) and yet there is movement towards more discord than towards greater unity. As the people of Europe would wish, we can learn from specific positive characteristics of the US.

I participated meetings in Brussels on 'Open dialogue between EU institutions and citizens', where openess, accessibility and transparency were keywords, (alleged) information and communication deficit was discussed and measures to improve were suggested. 
Myself, I think there are always improvements possible, but I also believe that it is an image that people have formed in their mind without being properly informed themselves about real operations. Here is also a task for Feeling EUROPE Foundation, which is for a considerable time known with the fact that it is not easy to let people to think along and participate.  What a huge difference with how it goes in the U.S.

I joined once the interesting conference whether the Lisbon Treaty has overcome the dilemma of establishing an EU as a Europe of Nation States, or merging into a United States of Europe. The person Habermas, author of the book published in 2008, ‘Europe, the Faltering Project’ and who once lectured 'The Post Secular Society. What does it mean?, at the Nexus Institute, is fascinating and unique in its kind. 

The nowadays frequently challenged (European) democracy is indeed worth a separate chapter. It is an old form of government and it proved to be the best system of the forms. Nevertheless, and as I have experienced, from 2006, there are regular discussions raised on the species, level/grade, backlash, challenges, the (supposed) deficit, the promotion and on operation. 

I believe that populations in Europe wants matters on the one hand are regulated, but, and that's probably changed since a period, they also want to have their say and keep it under their control.

Although it is not possible to provide an EU-wide referendum on the existence, goals or other matters, the EU might be able to organize an EU wide questionnaire, accompanied by a prudent short explanation about the EU body, to ensure that interaction is strengthened and, as in the U.S., matters let come into right directions.

The five discussion questions in the book ‘The European Union. How does it work? at the end of chapter 7 could perhaps be used for that:
1. How can democratic accountability be assured for those matters dealt with at European level? Should it be via national parliamentary scrunity over their own government’s negotiation position, or via the European Parliament, or both?;
2. Does the relatively low turnout in European elections matter?;

3. Are fundamental rights sufficiently protected at European level?;

4. Should the European Commission emanate from a parliamentary majority in the EP?

5. Are referenda in individual member states an appropriate way to ratify EU treaties?
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